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We summarize here the findings of several studies in which we analyzed the eventrelated brain potentials (ERPs) elicited in participants with mild cognitive impairment
(MCI) and in healthy controls during performance of executive tasks. The objective
of these studies was to investigate the neural functioning associated with executive
processes in MCI. With this aim, we recorded the brain electrical activity generated
in response to stimuli in three executive control tasks (Stroop, Simon, and Go/NoGo)
adapted for use with the ERP technique. We found that the latencies of the ERP
components associated with the evaluation and categorization of the stimuli were longer
in participants with amnestic MCI than in the paired controls, particularly those with
multiple-domain amnestic MCI, and that the allocation of neural resources for attending
to the stimuli was weaker in participants with amnestic MCI. The MCI participants
also showed deficient functioning of the response selection and preparation processes
demanded by each task.
Keywords: mild cognitive impairment, event-related brain potentials, Stroop task, Simon task, Go/NoGo task

INTRODUCTION
Here we report the findings of several studies carried out by our research group in which
we recorded event-related brain potentials (ERPs) elicited in participants with mild cognitive
impairment (MCI) during performance of executive tasks. The aim of this research was to search
for neurofunctional indexes of executive processes which can be used in the diagnosis of MCI. This
might contribute to the early detection of Alzheimer’s disease (AD), of enormous socio-sanitary
importance, and to halting progression of the disease by the timely application of appropriate
treatments.
In section “Executive Functions, Tasks, Behavior and Brain Electrical Activity,” we describe the
three executive tasks, i.e., the Stroop, Simon, and Go/No-Go tasks, which we have adapted to induce
ERPs. We also describe the characteristic ERP components elicited in these tasks and the cognitive
processes associated with each. In section “Aging, Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI), Performance
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although these components have specific characteristics in
each task. Regarding the response processing, the lateralized
readiness potential (LRP) is obtained in all three tasks and
is generated within the motor cortex. The LRP provides
information about the timing of response selection (stimuluslocked LRP; sLRP) and of planning and executing the
response (response-locked LRP; rLRP) (Smulders and Miller,
2012).

of Executive Tasks and ERPs,” we define the different subtypes of
MCI and summarize the results obtained in our studies on the
effect of MCI on the ERP components in the three tasks.

EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS, TASKS,
BEHAVIOR AND BRAIN ELECTRICAL
ACTIVITY

Stroop Task

The term executive function encompasses those brain functions
that enable us to set goals and control the skills and behaviors
required to achieve these goals. These functions include a series
of cognitive processes, including attention, cognitive control,
working memory, cognitive inhibition, and flexibility, which we
use in our activities of daily living to monitor behaviors and
implement goal-directed actions (Chan et al., 2008; Diamond,
2013).
The study of brain functions that support executive processes
has traditionally been carried out by analyzing the behavioral
responses to classic executive tasks in patients with some
type of brain lesion or alteration. More recently, functional
neuroimaging techniques have been used to record the
haemodynamic activity in such patients and healthy controls
while they perform executive tasks (see Gilbert and Burgess,
2008; Verdejo-García and Bechara, 2010; Lezak et al., 2012).
These studies have highlighted the role of prefrontal areas
in executive functioning, but do not provide any information
about the temporal course of brain activity associated with
executive processes. The ERP technique is a valuable tool
in this respect, as it enables direct measurement of brain
functioning, with a high temporal resolution (milliseconds),
is non-invasive (ERPs are recorded with electrodes attached
to the intact scalp), simple to use and relatively inexpensive.
ERPs are positive and negative deflections of voltage that
are considered components of brain activity and provide
information about the temporal dynamics of the different stages
of stimulus processing (perception, evaluation, categorization)
and response processing (selection, preparation, and control)
(Luck, 2005).
Event-related brain potential components can be
characterized according to their amplitude (in microvolts, µV),
latency (in milliseconds, ms) and topographical distribution.
Various executive tasks have been adapted for use during the
recording of brain electrical activity, in order to identify the ERP
components associated with executive functioning. We have
adapted three such tasks for this purpose: the Stroop, Simon, and
Go/NoGo tasks.
All three tasks allow the study of attentional control, as
subjects must direct their attention toward the characteristics
of the stimulus that are relevant to the task demands and
inhibit responses that are incompatible with the demands.
Thus, the N2 and P300 components have been identified in
relation to stimulus processing. These components are associated
with the processes of directing and controlling attention to
relevant stimuli: N2/N2b is associated with evaluation (Ritter
et al., 1979; Folstein and Van Petten, 2008) and P300/P3b with
categorization (Donchin, 1981; Polich, 2007) of the stimuli,
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All of the different versions of the Stroop task available
compare the performance (reaction times -RT- and hits) under
two conditions (Figure 1): one in which there is conflict
between two types of information, one relevant and the other
irrelevant to the task (e.g., the word “red” displayed in blue
-incongruent stimulus-), and another that does not produce
conflict (e.g., the word “red” displayed in red -congruent
stimulus- or colored X-strings). Participants are usually asked
to respond to the color of the stimulus and to ignore the word,
thus generating the so-called Stroop effect, whereby the RT is
longer in the conflict condition than in no-conflict condition.
Considering that words induce an automatic reading response,
the Stroop effect is attributed to interference generated by the
meaning of the incongruent word in the task of responding
to the color of the stimulus (see Stroop, 1935; MacLeod,
1991).
The ERP waveforms recorded in young and old healthy
participants while they are processing color-word stimuli
basically include (Figure 2) the frontal-central N2 and the
parietal P3b (Zurrón et al., 2009, 2013, 2014).
The frontal-central N2 component is characteristic of tasks
in which a conflict must be resolved before the response is
given (N2 is larger for higher conflict) and it has therefore
been associated with cognitive control processes (see review by
Folstein and Van Petten, 2008).
The parietal P3b component (or P300) is observed in
attentional tasks when an informative task-relevant stimulus is
detected, and the P3b amplitude is thus larger for target than
non-target stimuli (Donchin, 1981; Polich, 2007).
The cognitive processes associated with N2 and P3b involve
respectively evaluation and categorization of the stimulus.
Indeed, N2 and P3b latencies are considered indicators of
the time required to evaluate and categorize the stimulus for
resolution of a task (Kutas et al., 1977; Hillyard and Kutas,
1983; Folstein and Van Petten, 2008). The P3b amplitude is
smaller for incongruent stimuli than for congruent stimuli in
young participants, and this difference has been considered an
indicator of the semantic conflict that occurs in the former
relative to the absence of such conflict in the latter (Zurrón et al.,
2009).

Simon Task
In the Simon task (Figure 1), participants are required to respond
to a non-spatial feature (i.e., color, shape) of a lateralized stimulus
by pressing one of two response buttons that are lateralized in
the same spatial arrangement. Although the stimulus position
is irrelevant to the task, the RT is longer when the response

2
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FIGURE 1 | Outline of the Stroop, Simon, and Go/NoGo tasks used in our studies.

post-stimulus in young adults. The rLRP component is associated
with response preparation.

side is spatially incompatible with the stimulus position than
in trials that require an ipsilateral response regarding the
stimulus position. This spatial interference, known as the Simon
effect, is evoked by visual (Craft and Simon, 1970), auditory
(Simon and Small, 1969), and somatosensory (Hasbroucq and
Guiard, 1992) stimulation, regardless of whether the participants
respond with hand, feet or eye movements (Leuthold and
Schröter, 2006).
This paradigm enables us to study the spatial attention given
to the target and to inhibition of the non-target stimulus,
the cognitive control used to suppress the spatial tendency
of the response and the motor processes involved in the
response preparation. ERPs can be used to study these cognitive
processes (Figure 2). The contralateral posterior negativity
(N2pc), a correlate of visuospatial attention to the lateralized
target stimulus and suppression of the non-target stimulus (Luck
and Hillyard, 1994; Eimer, 1996), arises from extrastriate visual
areas (Luck et al., 1997; Hopf et al., 2000). The contralateral
central negativity (N2cc) is generated in the dorsal premotor
cortex during activity involved in preventing spatial responses
(Praamstra and Oostenveld, 2003; Praamstra, 2006; Cespón
et al., 2012). N2pc and N2cc appear between 200 and 300 ms
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Go/NoGo Task
In the Go/NoGo task (Figure 1), participants are usually
required to respond by pressing a button in response to frequent
stimuli (Go stimuli), while withholding the response to different
infrequent stimuli (NoGo stimuli). This task is considered an
executive function task (Rubia et al., 2001), and it can be used
to study several cognitive processes such as stimulus evaluation,
response inhibition and response control (Botvinick et al., 2001;
Lucci et al., 2013).
The ERP correlates of the Go stimuli evaluation processes are
N2b and P3b, although they are often called Go-N2 and Go-P3
when obtained with this task (Figure 2). In young adults, N2b
(latency: 200–300 ms post-stimulus) shows maximum amplitude
at central electrodes and P3b (300–500 ms post-stimulus) at
parietal electrodes. In addition, the sLRP and rLRP components
have been studied in relation to response processing in the Go
condition.
With NoGo stimuli (Figure 2), the NoGo-N2 and
NoGo-P3 ERP components are identified at frontocentral
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FIGURE 2 | Grand average Event-Related Brain Potentials (ERPs) waveforms elicited by (A) the incongruent stimuli in the Stroop task, (B,C) the response
processing in the Stroop task [(B) the 0 ms point corresponds to the presentation of the stimulus, (C) the 0 ms point corresponds to the emission of the response],
(D,E) the stimuli in the Simon task, (F) the response processing in the Simon task; the 0 ms point corresponds to the emission of the response, (G,H) the Go and
NoGo visual stimuli (V) in the Go/NoGo task (A: tone prior to visual stimulus).
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overt decline in another cognitive domain), and multiple-domain
non-amnestic MCI (mdnaMCI, preserved memory but with
evidence of decline in several cognitive domains). Individuals
with amnestic MCI (aMCI), especially those with mdaMCI,
display a greater risk of developing AD than the healthy old
population (Petersen et al., 1999, 2009).
In our ERP studies involving administration of Stroop, Simon
and Go/No-Go tasks to participants older than 50 years (aMCI
participants and healthy controls matched for age and years of
schooling), we found that the effects of aMCI on the behavioral
responses depended on the task used (Cespón et al., 2013b, 2015a;
Cid-Fernández et al., 2014, 2017a,b; Ramos-Goicoa et al., 2016).
However, aMCI affected the latencies and amplitudes of ERP
components associated with executive functioning in all three
tasks (Figure 2).
In the Stroop task, aMCI did not affect behavioral responses,
probably because the task was simpler (only two types of
response) than the standard versions of the Stroop test. In
contrast, the latency of P3b component generated by congruent
and incongruent stimuli was longer in middle-aged aMCI
participants than in the paired controls; however, no differences
between groups were observed in response to colored X-strings,
which were presented separately and did not mobilize executive
processes. aMCI affected the P3b amplitude: we observed a
greater difference in P3b amplitudes between conditions (colored
X-strings versus congruent or incongruent stimuli) in aMCI
participants than in healthy controls. As only the color of the
X-string stimuli, but both the color and semantic meaning
of the congruent and incongruent stimuli must be evaluated,
this finding may be attributed to a greater effect of readingrelated interference in aMCI participants than in the controls.
Finally, the sLRP and rLRP amplitudes were smaller in aMCI
participants than in healthy controls (Ramos-Goicoa et al.,
2016).
In the Simon task, the error rate (but not the RT) was affected
by mdaMCI, indicating greater interference due to the spatial
position of the stimulus in participants with mdaMCI than in
healthy controls. In relation to stimulus processing, we observed
that the latencies of the N2 and N2cc components were longer
in the mdaMCI participants than in the paired controls and
attributed these findings to respectively a longer time devoted
to stimulus evaluation processes and delayed allocation of neural
activity associated with cognitive control of the spatial response
(Cespón et al., 2013b, 2015a,b). The N2pc amplitude was smaller
in mdaMCI participants than in the controls, and as N2pc is
an ERP correlate of the direction of the spatial attention to
lateralized stimuli (Luck and Hillyard, 1994; Woodman and
Luck, 1999; Hickey et al., 2009), we conclude that the mdaMCI
participants show a deficit in neural resources allocated to spatial
attention.
In ERPs related to response processing in the Simon
task (Cespón et al., 2013b, 2015b), the rLRP amplitude was
smaller in sdaMCI and mdaMCI participants than in controls,
and the amplitude of the frontocentral pre-response positivity
component between 80 and 20 ms pre-response (Nessler et al.,
2007) was smaller in mdaMCI and sdaMCI participants than in
controls.

locations around 200–400 and 300–500 ms post-stimulus,
respectively (Pfefferbaum and Ford, 1988; Jodo and Kayama,
1992; Falkenstein et al., 2002; Vallesi et al., 2009). Both
components have traditionally been considered correlates of
response inhibition (e.g., Jackson et al., 1999; Bokura et al., 2001;
Nakata et al., 2009).

AGING, MILD COGNITIVE IMPAIRMENT
(MCI), PERFORMANCE OF EXECUTIVE
TASKS AND ERPs
Executive functioning is known to decline in healthy cognitive
aging (Park and Schwarz, 2002; Raz et al., 2005; Reuter-Lorenz
and Park, 2010; Grady, 2012; Harada et al., 2013; Kirova et al.,
2015). In Stroop tasks, the RT is slower and the Stroop effect is
larger in older than in young people (see MacLeod, 1991; Van
der Elst et al., 2006; Peña-Casanova et al., 2009); the Simon effect
increases in normal aging (Proctor et al., 2005; Juncos-Rabadán
et al., 2008), and an age-related decline in behavioral responses
has been observed in Go/NoGo tasks (Falkenstein et al., 2002;
Lucci et al., 2013; Correa-Jaraba et al., 2016; Hsieh et al., 2016).
The ERPs elicited in the three tasks are sensitive to cognitive
decline in healthy aging, and, relative to younger participants,
healthy older participants display longer N2 and P3b latencies
and smaller parietal P3b amplitude in Stroop (Zurrón et al., 2014)
and Go/NoGo tasks (Falkenstein et al., 2002; Vallesi, 2011), as
found in oddball tasks (Polich, 1997); longer N2pc in the Simon
task (Van der Lubbe and Verleger, 2002; Cespón et al., 2013a), as
also observed in visual search or selection tasks (Lorenzo-López
et al., 2008, 2011; Amenedo et al., 2012; Wiegand et al., 2013,
2015); and delayed rLRP onset and larger sLRP amplitude in the
Simon task (Cespón et al., 2013a), in consonance with previous
findings (Yordanova et al., 2004; Kolev et al., 2006; Roggeveen
et al., 2007; Wild-Wall et al., 2008; Wiegand et al., 2013). In
addition, the P3b distribution is frontal in older and parietal in
younger participants in the Stroop task (Zurrón et al., 2014), and
the central NoGo-P3 amplitude is larger in older than in younger
participants (Vallesi, 2011).
Some middle-aged and old adults show greater cognitive
decline than expected according to their age and educational
level, although their independence in daily life activities is
preserved and they do not meet the criteria for diagnosis of
dementia. This intermediate stage between normal cognitive
aging and dementia is denominated MCI (Petersen et al.,
1999; Knopman and Petersen, 2014). Interest in MCI has
increased in recent years because the condition is associated
with a higher risk of progressing to dementia (Winblad et al.,
2004). MCI is frequently (although not always) associated
with a decline in memory functioning, which may also be
accompanied by deterioration in other cognitive functions,
including executive functions. Four subtypes of MCI are
currently distinguished (Petersen, 2016): single-domain amnestic
MCI (sdaMCI, characterized by memory impairment only),
multiple-domain amnestic MCI (mdaMCI, characterized by
impairment in memory and in other cognitive domains), singledomain non-amnestic MCI (sdnaMCI, preserved memory but an
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In the Go/NoGo task, MCI participants (mainly mdaMCI)
showed slower responses and fewer hits in response to Go stimuli
than the controls.
The latency of the N2-Go component was longer in mdaMCI
participants than in controls (Cid-Fernández et al., 2017a). This
finding is consistent with those reported by Mudar et al. (2016)
for a semantic-type Go/NoGo task, in which the latencies of
the Go-N2 and NoGo-N2 components were longer in aMCI
participants than in controls. We also observed smaller Go-N2
amplitude in sdaMCI participants than in the paired controls,
as well as a smaller NoGo-N2 amplitude in sdaMCI and
mdaMCI participants than in the controls. López Zunini et al.
(2016) observed smaller Go-P3 and NoGo-P3 amplitudes in
aMCI participants than in controls. Therefore, aMCI participants
display a deficit in neural resources dedicated to the Go
and NoGo stimuli. These deficit in neural resources may be
unspecific, as they affect both stimuli, or they may be related
respectively to evaluating and categorizing the target stimulus
and to inhibiting predominant responses not relevant to the task
demands.
A late positive slow wave (PSW) was identified in the
700–1000 ms interval after the Go stimulus in sdaMCI
participants, and it was absent in healthy controls and
subjects with mdaMCI (Cid-Fernández et al., 2017a). This
ERP component overlaps with the Go-P3 and is thought to
indicate additional operations after categorization of target
stimuli. In the sdaMCI participants, this component may indicate
compensatory operations in order to maintain acceptable
levels of performance, as the behavioral response of this
subgroup of participants was similar to that of the controls.
Furthermore, this hypothesis was consistent with the longer
sLRP latency in response to Go stimuli in sdaMCI participants
than in the controls (Cid-Fernández et al., 2017b). In this
study, we also observed that the amplitude of the sLRP
component was smaller in mdaMCI participants than in healthy
controls.
In summary, our findings on the components of the
ERPs elicited in executive tasks indicate that, relative to
age-matched controls, aMCI participants exhibit (a) longer

latencies, indicating slower neural functioning in the stimulus
and response processing, (b) changes in the amplitudes of
the N2 and P3b components, reflecting fewer neural resources
allocated for attending to the relevant dimension of the
stimulus, and (c) smaller LRP amplitudes, indicating a lower
capacity of the motor cortex to allocate neural resources for
selection and preparation of the motor response. The decline
in processing associated with aMCI is greater than in healthy
aging and is more evident in mdaMCI than in sdaMCI
participants.
In light of the above, we conclude that aMCI participants
present neurofunctional alterations in executive functioning,
independently of any behavioral responses, and we believe that
the neurofunctional deficits appear prior to behavioral deficits in
aMCI participants. Exploration of the sensitivity and specificity
of the ERPs components is therefore of interest regarding the
potential use of these components as markers of MCI and
possible predictors of AD.

REFERENCES

Cespón, J., Galdo-Álvarez, S., and Díaz, F. (2013b). Electrophysiological correlates
of amnestic mild cognitive impairment in a Simon task. PLoS One 8:12. doi:
10.1371/journal.pone.0081506
Cespón, J., Galdo-Álvarez, S., and Díaz, F. (2015a). Inhibition deficit in the
spatial tendency of the response in multiple-domain amnestic mild cognitive
impairment. An event-related potential study. Front. Aging Neurosci. 7:68.
doi: 10.3389/fnagi.2015.00068
Cespón, J., Galdo-Álvarez, S., Pereiro, A. X., and Díaz, F. (2015b). Differences
between mild cognitive impairment (MCI) subtypes as indicated by
event-related potential (ERP) correlates of cognitive and motor processes
in a Simon task. J. Alzheimers Dis. 43, 631–647. doi: 10.3233/JAD132774
Chan, R. C., Shum, D., Toulopoulou, T., and Chen, E. Y. (2008). Assessment
of executive functions: review of instruments and identification of critical
issues. Arch. Clin. Neuropsychol. 23, 201–216. doi: 10.1016/j.acn.2007.
08.010
Cid-Fernández, S., Lindín, M., and Díaz, F. (2014). Effects of amnestic mild
cognitive impairment on N2 and P3 Go/NoGo ERP components. J. Alzheimers
Dis. 38, 295–306. doi: 10.3233/JAD-130677

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
MZ, ML, JC, SC-F, SG-Á, and FD: wrote the manuscript.
JC, MR-G, and SC-F: recorded the brain electrical activity.
MZ, ML, JC, SC, SG-Á, MR-G, and FD: analyzed the ERP
waveforms and identified the different components. MZ, JC,
SC-F, SG-Á, and MR-G: carried out statistical analysis of the
data.

FUNDING
This study was financially supported by funds from the
Spanish Government: Ministerio de Economía y Competitividad
(PSI2014-55316-C3-3-R); and by the Galician Government:
Consellería de Cultura, Educación e Ordenación Universitaria;
Axudas para a Consolidación e Estruturación de Unidades de
Investigación Competitivas do Sistema Universitario de Galicia:
GRC (GI-1807-USC); Ref: ED431-2017/27.

Amenedo, E., Lorenzo-López, L., and Pazo-Álvarez, P. (2012). Response
processing during visual search in normal aging: the need for more time
to prevent cross talk between spatial attention and manual response
selection. Biol. Psychol. 91, 201–211. doi: 10.1016/j.biopsycho.2012.
06.004
Bokura, H., Yamaguchi, S., and Kobayashi, S. (2001). Electrophysiological
correlates for response inhibition in a Go/NoGo task. Clin. Neurophysiol. 112,
2224–2232. doi: 10.1016/S1388-2457(01)00691-5
Botvinick, M. M., Braver, T. S., Barch, D. M., Carter, C. S., and Cohen, J. D.
(2001). Conflict monitoring and cognitive control. Psychol Rev. 108, 624–652.
doi: 10.1037/0033-295X.108.3.624
Cespón, J., Galdo-Álvarez, S., and Díaz, F. (2012). The Simon effect modulates
N2cc and LRP but not the N2pc component. Int. J. Psychophysiol. 84, 120–129.
doi: 10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2012.01.019
Cespón, J., Galdo-Álvarez, S., and Díaz, F. (2013a). Age-related changes in ERP
correlates of visuospatial and motor processes. Pschophysiology 50, 743–757.
doi: 10.1111/psyp.12063

Frontiers in Psychology | www.frontiersin.org

6

May 2018 | Volume 9 | Article 842

Zurrón et al.

Executive Tasks in MCI: ERP-Study

Cid-Fernández, S., Lindín, M., and Díaz, F. (2017a). Neurocognitive and behavioral
indexes for identifying the amnestic subtypes of mild cognitive impairment.
J. Alzheimers Dis. 60, 633–649. doi: 10.3233/JAD-170369
Cid-Fernández, S., Lindín, M., and Díaz, F. (2017b). Stimulus-locked lateralized
readiness potential and performance: useful markers for differentiating between
amnestic subtypes of mild cognitive impairment. J. Prev. Alzheimers Dis. 4,
21–28. doi: 10.14283/jpad.2016.88
Correa-Jaraba, K. S., Cid-Fernández, S., Lindín, M., and Díaz, F. (2016).
Involuntary capture and voluntary reorienting of attention decline in middleaged and old participants. Front. Hum. Neurosci. 10:129. doi: 10.3389/fnhum.
2016.00129
Craft, J. L., and Simon, J. R. (1970). Processing symbolic information from a visual
display: interference from an irrelevant directional cue. J. Exp. Psychol. 83,
415–420. doi: 10.1037/h0028843
Diamond, A. (2013). Executive functions. Annu. Rev. Psychol. 64, 135–168.
doi: 10.1146/annurev-psych-113011-143750
Donchin, E. (1981). Surprise!... Surprise? Psychophysiology 18, 493–513.
doi: 10.1111/j.1469-8986.1981.tb01815.x
Eimer, M. (1996). The N2pc component as an indicator of attentional selectivity.
Electroencephalogr. Clin. Neurophysiol. 99, 225–234. doi: 10.1016/00134694(96)957119
Falkenstein, M., Hoormann, J., and Hohnsbein, J. (2002). Inhibition-related ERP
components: variation with modality, age, and time-on-task. J. Psychophysiol.
16, 167–175. doi: 10.1027//0269-8803.16.3.167
Folstein, J. R., and Van Petten, C. (2008). Influence of cognitive control and
mismatch on the N2 component of the ERP: a review. Psychophysiology 45,
152–170. doi: 10.1111/j.1469-8986.2007.00602.x
Gilbert, S. J., and Burgess, P. W. (2008). Executive function. Curr. Biol. 18, 110–114.
doi: 10.1016/j.cub.2007.12.014
Grady, C. (2012). The cognitive neuroscience of aging. Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 13,
491–505. doi: 10.1038/nrn3256
Harada, C. N., Love, M. C. N., and Triebel, K. L. (2013). Normal cognitive aging.
Clin. Geriatr. Med. 29, 737–752. doi: 10.1016/j.cger.2013.07.002
Hasbroucq, T., and Guiard, Y. (1992). The effects of intensity and irrelevant
location of a tactile stimulation in a choice reaction time task. Neuropsychologia
30, 91–94. doi: 10.1016/0028-3932(92)90017-G
Hickey, C., Di Lollo, V., and McDonald, J. J. (2009). Electrophysiological indices of
target and distractor processing in visual search. J. Cogn. Neurosci. 21, 760–775.
doi: 10.1162/jocn.2009.21039
Hillyard, S. A., and Kutas, M. (1983). Electrophysiology of cognitive processing.
Annu. Rev. Psychol. 34, 33–61. doi: 10.1146/annurev.ps.34.020183.000341
Hopf, J. M., Luck, S. J., Girelli, M., Hagner, T., Mangun, G. R., Scheich, H., et al.
(2000). Neural sources of focused attention in visual search. Cereb. Cortex 10,
1233–1241. doi: 10.1093/cercor/10.12.1233
Hsieh, S., Wu, M., and Tang, C. H. (2016). Adaptive strategies for the elderly in
inhibiting irrelevant and conflict no-go trials while performing the Go/No-Go
task. Front. Aging Neurosci. 7:243. doi: 10.3389/fnagi.2015.00243
Jackson, S. R., Jackson, G. M., and Roberts, M. (1999). The selection and
suppression of action: ERP correlates of executive control in humans.
Neuroreport 10, 861–865. doi: 10.1017/S1366728901000268
Jodo, E., and Kayama, Y. (1992). Relation of a negative ERP component to
response inhibition in a Go/No-go task. Electroencephalogr. Clin. Neurophysiol.
82, 477–482. doi: 10.1016/0013-4694(92)90054-L
Juncos-Rabadán, O., Pereiro, A. X., and Facal, D. (2008). Cognitive interference
and aging: insights from a spatial stimulus–response consistency task. Acta
Psychol. 127, 253–270. doi: 10.1016/j.actpsy.2007.05.003
Kirova, A. M., Bays, R. B., and Lagalwar, S. (2015). Working memory and
executive function decline across normal aging, mild cognitive impairment, and
Alzheimer’s disease. Biomed. Res. Int. 2015:748212. doi: 10.1155/2015/748212
Knopman, D. S., and Petersen, R. C. (2014). Mild cognitive impairment and mild
dementia: a clinical perspective. Mayo Clin. Proc. 89, 1452–1459. doi: 10.1016/j.
mayocp.2014.06.019
Kolev, V., Falkenstein, M., and Yordanova, J. (2006). Motor-response generation
as a source of aging-related behavioural slowing in choice-reaction tasks.
Neurobiol. Aging 27, 1719–1730. doi: 10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2005.09.027
Kutas, M., McCarthy, G., and Donchin, E. (1977). Augmenting mental
chronometry: the P300 as a measure of stimulus evaluation time. Science 197,
792–795. doi: 10.1126/science.887923

Frontiers in Psychology | www.frontiersin.org

Leuthold, H., and Schröter, H. (2006). Electrophysiological evidence for response
priming and conflict regulation in the auditory Simon task. Brain Res. 1097,
167–180. doi: 10.1016/j.brainres.2006.04.055
Lezak, M. D., Howieson, D. B., Bigler, E. D., and Tranel, D. (2012).
Neuropsychological Assessment. New York, NY: Oxford University Press.
López Zunini, R., Knoefel, F., Lord, C., Breau, M., Sweet, L., Goubran, R., et al.
(2016). P300 amplitude alterations during inhibitory control in persons with
Mild Cognitive Impairment. Brain Res. 1646, 241–248. doi: 10.1016/j.brainres.
2016.06.005
Lorenzo-López, L., Amenedo, E., and Cadaveira, F. (2008). Feature processing
during visual search in normal aging: electrophysiological evidence. Neurobiol.
Aging 29, 1101–1110. doi: 10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2007.02.007
Lorenzo-López, L., Gutiérrez, R., Moratti, S., Mestú, F., Cadaveira, F., and
Amenedo, E. (2011). Age-related occipito-temporal hypoactivation during
visual search: relationships between mN2pc sources and performance.
Neuropsychologia 49, 858–865. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2011.01.015
Lucci, G., Berchicci, M., Spinelli, D., Taddei, Di Russo, F., and Taddei, F. (2013). The
effects of aging on conflict detection. PLoS One 8:e56566. doi: 10.1371/journal.
pone.0056566
Luck, S. J. (2005). “Ten Simple rules for designing and interpreting ERP
experiments,” in Event-Related Potentials: A Methods Handbook, ed. T. C.
Handy (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press), 17–32.
Luck, S. J., Girelli, M., McDermortt, M. T., and Ford, M. A. (1997). Bridging the
gap between monkey neurophysiology and human perception: an ambiguity
resolution theory of visual selective attention. Cogn. Psychol. 33, 64–87.
doi: 10.1006/cogp.1997.0660
Luck, S. J., and Hillyard, S. A. (1994). Spatial filtering during visual search: evidence
from human electrophysiology. J. Exp. Psychol. Hum. Percept. Perform. 20,
1000–1014. doi: 10.1037/0096-1523.20.5.1000
MacLeod, C. M. (1991). Half a century of research on the Stroop effect: an
integrative review. Psychol. Bull. 109, 163–203. doi: 10.1037/0033-2909.109.
2.163
Mudar, R. A., Chiang, H. S., Eroh, J., Nguyen, L. T., Maguire, M. J., Spence,
J. S., et al. (2016). The effects of amnestic mild cognitive impairment
on Go/NoGo semantic categorization task performance and event-related
potentials. J. Alzheimers Dis. 50, 577–590. doi: 10.3233/JAD-150586
Nakata, H., Sakamoto, K., Inui, K., Hoshiyama, M., and Kakigi, R. (2009). The
characteristics of no-go potentials with intraepidermal stimulation. Neuroreport
20, 1149–1154. doi: 10.1097/WNR.0b013e32832f81d6
Nessler, D., Friedman, D., Johnson, R., and Bersick, M. (2007). ERPs suggest that
age affects cognitive control but not response conflict detection. Neurobiol.
Aging 28, 1769–1782. doi: 10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2006.07.011
Park, D., and Schwarz, N. (2002). Envejecimiento Cognitivo. Madrid: Médica
Panamericana.
Peña-Casanova, J., Quiñones-Ubeda, S., Gramunt-Fombuena, N., Quintana, M.,
Aguilar, M., Molinuevo, J. L., et al. (2009). Spanish multicenter normative
studies (NEURONORMA Project): norms for the stroop color-word
interference test and the tower of London-Drexel. Arch. Clin. Neuropsychol. 24,
413–429. doi: 10.1093/arclin/acp043
Petersen, R. C. (2016). Mild cognitive impairment. Continuum 22, 404–418.
doi: 10.1212/CON.0000000000000313
Petersen, R. C., Roberts, R. O., Knopman, D. S., Boeve, B. F., Geda, Y. E., Ivnik,
R. J., et al. (2009). Mild cognitive impairment: ten years later. Arch. Neurol. 66,
1447–1455. doi: 10.1001/archneurol.2009.266
Petersen, R. C., Smith, G. E., Waring, S. C., Ivnik, R. J., Tangalos, E. G., and
Kokmen, E. (1999). Mild cognitive impairment: clinical characterization and
outcome. Arch. Neurol. 56, 303–308. doi: 10.1001/archneur.56.3.303
Pfefferbaum, A., and Ford, J. M. (1988). ERPs to stimuli requiring response
production and inhibition: effects of age, probability and visual noise.
Electroencephalogr. Clin. Neurophysiol. 71, 55–63. doi: 10.1016/0168-5597(88)
90019-6
Polich, J. (1997). EEG and ERP assessment of normal aging. Electroencephalogr.
Clin. Neurophysiol. 104, 244–256. doi: 10.1016/S0168-5597(97)96139-6
Polich, J. (2007). Updating P300: an integrative theory of P3a and P3b. Clin.
Neurophysiol. 118, 2128–2148. doi: 10.1016/j.clinph.2007.04.019
Praamstra, P. (2006). Prior information of stimulus location: effects on ERP
measures of visual selection and response selection. Brain Res. 1072, 153–160.
doi: 10.1016/j.brainres.2005.11.098

7

May 2018 | Volume 9 | Article 842

Zurrón et al.

Executive Tasks in MCI: ERP-Study

Praamstra, P., and Oostenveld, R. (2003). Attention and movement-related motor
cortex activation: a high-density EEG study of spatial stimulus-response
compatibility. Cogn. Brain Res. 16, 309–322. doi: 10.1016/S0926-6410(02)
00286-0
Proctor, R. W., Pick, D. F., Vu, K. L., and Anderson, R. E. (2005). The
enhanced Simon effect for older adults is reduced when the irrelevant location
information is conveyed by an accessory stimulus. Acta Psychol. 119, 21–40.
doi: 10.1016/j.actpsy.2004.10.014
Ramos-Goicoa, M., Galdo-Álvarez, S., Díaz, F., and Zurrón, M. (2016). Effect of
normal aging and of mild cognitive impairment on event-related potentials to
a Stroop color-word task. J. Alzheimers. Dis. 52, 1487–1501. doi: 10.3233/JAD151031
Raz, N., Lindenberger, U., Rodrigue, K. M., Kennedy, K. M., Head, D.,
Williamson, A., et al. (2005). Regional brain changes in aging healthy
adults: general trends, individual differences and modifiers. Cereb. Cortex 15,
1676–1689. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhi044
Reuter-Lorenz, P. A., and Park, D. C. (2010). Human neuroscience and the aging
mind: a new look at old problems. J. Gerontol. B. Psychol. Sci. 65B, 405–415.
doi: 10.1093/geronb/gbq035
Ritter, W., Simson, R., Vaughan, H. G., and Friedman, D. (1979). A brain event
related to the making of a sensory discrimination. Science 203, 1358–1361.
doi: 10.1126/science.424760
Roggeveen, A. B., Prime, D. J., and Ward, L. M. (2007). Lateralized readiness
potentials reveal motor slowing in the aging brain. J. Gerontol. B Psychol. Sci.
Soc. Sci. 62, 78–84. doi: 10.1093/geronb/62.2.P78
Rubia, K., Russell, T., Overmeyer, S., Brammer, M. J., Bullmore, E. T., Sharma, T.,
et al. (2001). Mapping motor inhibition: conjunctive brain activations across
different versions of Go/No-Go and stop tasks. Neuroimage 13, 250–261.
doi: 10.1006/nimg.2000.0685
Simon, J. R., and Small, A. M. (1969). Processing auditory information: interference
from an irrelevant cue. J. Appl. Psychol. 53, 433–435. doi: 10.1037/h002
8034
Smulders, F. T. Y., and Miller, J. O. (2012). “The lateralized readiness potential,” in
The Oxford Handbook of Event-Related Potential Components, eds S. J. Luck and
E. S. Kappenman (New York, NY: Oxford University Press), 209–229.
Stroop, J. R. (1935). Studies of interference in serial verbal reactions. J. Exp. Psychol.
18, 643–662. doi: 10.1037/h0054651
Vallesi, A. (2011). Targets and non-targets in the aging brain: a Go/NoGo eventrelated potential study. Neurosci. Lett. 487, 313–317. doi: 10.1016/j.neulet.2010.
10.046
Vallesi, A., Stuss, D. T., McIntosh, A. R., and Picton, T. W. (2009). Age-related
differences in processing irrelevant information: evidence from event-related
potentials. Neuropsychologia 47, 577–586. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.
2008.10.018
Van der Elst, W., Van-Boxtel, M. P. J., Van Breukelen, G. J. P., and Jolles, J. (2006).
The Stroop color-word test. Influence of age, sex, education; and normative
data for a large sample across the adult age range. Assessment 13, 62–79.
doi: 10.1177/1073191105283427

Frontiers in Psychology | www.frontiersin.org

Van der Lubbe, R. H., and Verleger, R. (2002). Aging and Simon task.
Pschophysiology 39, 100–110. doi: 10.1111/1469-8986.3910100
Verdejo-García, A., and Bechara, A. (2010). Neuropsicología de las funciones
ejecutivas. Psicothema 22, 227–235.
Wiegand, I., Finke, K., Müller, H. J., and Töllner, T. (2013). Event-related
potentials dissociate perceptual from response-related age effects in visual
search. Neurobiol. Aging 34, 973–985. doi: 10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2012.
08.002
Wiegand, I., Finke, K., Töllner, T., Starman, K., Müller, H. J., and Conci, M. (2015).
Age-related decline in global form suppression. Biol. Psychol. 112, 116–124.
doi: 10.1016/j.biopsycho.2015.10.006
Wild-Wall, N., Falkenstein, M., and Hohnsbein, J. (2008). Flanker interference in
young and older participants as reflected in event-related potentials. Brain Res.
1211, 72–84. doi: 10.1016/j.brainres.2008.03.025
Winblad, B., Palmer, K., Kivipelto, M., Jelic, V., Fratiglioni, L., Wahlund, L. O.,
et al. (2004). Mild cognitive impairment – beyond controversies, towards a
consensus: report of the International Working Group on Mild Cognitive
Impairment. J. Intern. Med. 256, 240–246. doi: 10.1111/j.1365-2796.2004.
01380.x
Woodman, G. F., and Luck, S. J. (1999). Electrophysiological measures of rapid
shift of attention during visual search. Nature 400, 867–869. doi: 10.1038/23698
Yordanova, J., Kolev, V., Hohnsbein, J., and Falkenstein, M. (2004). Sensorimotor
slowing with aging is mediated by a functional dysregulation of motorgeneration processes: evidence from high-resolution event related potentials.
Brain 127, 351–362. doi: 10.1093/brain/awh042
Zurrón, M., Lindín, M., Galdo-Alvarez, S., and Díaz, F. (2014). Age-related effects
on event-related brain potentials in a congruence/incongruence judgement
colour-word Stroop task. Front. Aging Neurosci. 6:128. doi: 10.3389/fnagi.2014.
00128
Zurrón, M., Pouso, M., Lindín, M., Galdo, S., and Díaz, F. (2009). Event-related
potentials with the Stroop colour-word task: timing of semantic conflict. Int. J.
Psychophysiol. 72, 246–252. doi: 10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2009.01.002
Zurrón, M., Ramos-Goicoa, M., and Díaz, F. (2013). Semantic conflict processing
in the color-word stroop and the emotional stroop: event-related potential
(ERP) correlates. J. Psychophysiol. 27, 149–164. doi: 10.1027/0269-8803/
a000100
Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was
conducted in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could
be construed as a potential conflict of interest.
Copyright © 2018 Zurrón, Lindín, Cespón, Cid-Fernández, Galdo-Álvarez, RamosGoicoa and Díaz. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use, distribution or
reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original author(s) and the
copyright owner are credited and that the original publication in this journal is cited,
in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribution or reproduction
is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

8

May 2018 | Volume 9 | Article 842

